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have, a large volume of evidence has nevertheless accumulated 
concerning the subject. Vogel and Palmer have brought together 
much of this information. Their book contains a wide range of 
subject matter, including issues of population and epidemiology, 
social support systems, the role of transportation and housing, and 
the effects of financing systems. The work is a broad and diverse 
synthesis of much of the available evidence and this very diversity 
is both a strength and a weakness in the publication. Yet it may 
not be possible to integrate such disparate information into a 
single unified and easily comprehensible whole. 


Bernard S. Bloom is research associate professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 


Justice and War in the Nuclear Age, edited by Philip F. Lawler. 
Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1983, 119 pp. Price: 
$18.25 cloth, 6.25 paper. 

These essays transcend the current debate over nuclear arma- 
ments and will be valuable well after the controversy subsides. 
They were commissioned by the American Catholic Committee 
and reflect an important application of traditional teaching to 
both the concept of “just war” and to specific defense policy prob- 
lems. The book’s philosophical insights on war and peace, as of- 
fered in a superb chapter by Robert Reilly, are generally more 
useful than other sections which are prayerful reflections on es- 
sentially technical concerns such as NATO or ballistic missile de- 
fense. The book, nevertheless, provides a timely balance. 


Maritime Strategy or Coalition Defense?, by Robert W. Komer. 
Cambridge, MA: Abt Books, 1984, 116 pp. Price: $19.00 cloth. 

One of America’s foremost defense professionals offers an im- 
portant examination of the expanding mismatch between U:S. 
strategy and resources. Komer argues persuasively that the only 
corrective in light of nuclear stalemate is to enhance substantially 
America’s conventional forces in conjunction with those of its 
prospering allies. His incisive critique of the flawed reasoning 
behind Washington’s current emphasis on vulnerable and expen- 
sive carrier battle groups illuminates a range of other recent se- 
curity policy decisions as well. The book stands above nearly all 
other defense analyses because of its unique combination of style, 
history, economics, and vast personal experience. 


Ballistic Missile Defense, edited by Ashton B. Carter and David N. 
Schwartz. Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution, 1984, 453 
pp. Price: $32.95 cloth, $12.95 paper. 

A collaborative effort between Brookings and the Center for In- 
ternational Studies at MIT has resulted in a uniquely comprehen- 
sive and surprisingly balanced compendium. It may also be the 
definitive treatment of this highly controversial topic to date. Its 
value for the student of public policy lies not just in elucidating 


634 


Book Notes 


the ballistic missile defense debate, but also in gathering the doc- 
trinal, technical, political, and bureaucratic strands that effect de- 
fense decision-making. As one of the book's key contributors 
notes, ‘‘Despite arguments to the contrary made by advocates and 
opponents of BMD, realistic resolutions of the fundamental issues 
involve both benefits and costs: there are no cost-free (or benefit- 
free) options.”” The editors have done us all a service by under- 
lining these difficult tradeoffs. 


Nuclear Weapons in Europe, edited by Andrew J. Pierre. New York: 
Council on Foreign Relations, 1984, 118 pp. Price: $5.95 paper. 
Trilateral Security: Defense and Arms Control Policies in the 1980s, 
by Gerard C. Smith, Paolo Vittorelli, and Kiichi Saeki. New York: 
The Trilateral Commission, 1983, 106 pp. Price: $3 paper. 

These brief reports are significant less for their originality and 
detail than for the conventional wisdom which they reflect. Their 
purpose is to elucidate the differences in security interests and 
perspectives between the U.S. and its NATO allies, in the first 
volume, and between the U.S., Europe, and Japan in the second 
volume. To this extent, the work is effective because the writing 
is timely and the authors are authoritative. But other than 
making fashionable calls for ferocious conventional forces, not one 
of the contributors goes much beyond reviewing the familiar prob- 
lems of alliance politics. 


Derek Leebaert is a senior fellow at the Smithsonian's Eisenhower 
Institute. 


Rural Financial Markets in Developing Countries, edited by J.D. 
Von Pischke, Dale W. Adams, and Gordon Donald. Baltimore, MD: 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1983, 441 pp. Price: $32.50 cloth. 

A valuable compendium of articles used in the World Bank’s 
training programs, this book covers a range of subjects—from the 
role of financial markets in development to possible roles for gov- 
ernments in financial markets. Teachers and students of devel- 
opment will find it fills a gap in the literature. Its comprehen- 
siveness is, however, limited in two important ways. First, there 
is no emphasis on a key feature of rural financial markets, namely 
imperfect and asymmetrical information. Relevant, current work 
in economic theory therefore is not utilized. Second, in discus- 
sions of policy, the case studies are not as decision-oriented and 
practical as one might hope. 


Role of Government in a Market Economy, by Lowell D. Hill. Ames, 
IA: Iowa State University Press, 1982, 102 pp. Price: $12.95 cloth. 

Seven eminent economists, including John Kenneth Galbraith 
and Theodore W. Schultz, spoke at Iowa State on this topic over 
the past several years. There is agreement that, as Harold F. Brei- 
myer puts it, “price is on a steady decline as an instrument in 
guiding our U.S. economy.” The authors disagree in their evalu- 


